
 

 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

April 16, 2015 

Mike Price and Mike Todd were sworn in as planning board members with a term ending March 2018 

Scott Wachsmuth was sworn in as alternate planning board member with a term ending March 2018. 

Attendance:   Chairman Jeff Feenstra, Mike Todd, Mike Price, John Hayden, Jamie Thompson, Bill 

Meserve, Planner Clay Mitchell, Alternate Scott Wachsmuth.  Absent from the meeting was Dave 

Edgerly.   

The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm. 

Preliminary Discussion-Realtor Nancy Kingston & Kathy and Jeff Crompton 

Nancy Kingston is attempting to sell the Crompton's home at 3 Piscassic Road but it has been difficult 

due to its location next to the Fire Department.  She would like to know if there is any way to change the 

home into office space or a duplex.   

Jeff Crompton explained that the nature of the neighborhood has changed over the years.  The Fire 

Department is much busier than it was in 1991 when they moved in and interested buyers do not want 

to live beside the fire station.  Kathy Crompton said the drainage on her lot has also changed.  Over the 

past winter the melting snow drains into their basement and it used to drain into the ground when there 

was less pavement.  

Nancy asked if the Town would ever consider purchasing the home for a police department.   

John Hayden commented that he doesn't know why the town did not consider the home in their police 

department location survey.   

Bill commented that it would take a zoning change or going to the ZBA for a variance in order to change 

the use allowed in the Residential Village District.  If a change was to take place the homeowners would 

need to come back to the planning board for site plan review.  

A municipal use does not take into consideration zoning and the zoning cannot be changed for one 

parcel.  

Preliminary Discussion Chris Albert and Ray Buxton-New Water Tower   

Chris Albert from Jones and Beach Engineering presented the plan for the lot line adjustment to acquire 

land to build a new water tower.  The Water Department is moving forward very quickly to get loans by 

the end of May.  This municipal project needs to be finalized at the May Planning Board Meeting.  

Abutters will be notified and the mylar will need to be signed next month in order to acquire funding.   

John Chick Jr. has agreed to sell a portion of his land for the construction.  There will be a temporary 

access easement through the Chick property during construction which will begin June 1, 2015.  The 



 

 

water tower will be 83 feet high and 22 feet wide with an 8 foot fence around it.  The concrete pad from 

the old water tower will be removed and the area restored and landscaped.   

The new tank will have the capacity to handle the expansion of the water district.   

Continued Hearing-Keith & Diana Rowe Map 214 Lot 26.2 

Chris Albert from Jones & Beach Engineering stated that they do not have all their approvals to date.   

He distributed updated plans with Note #9 added for the variances granted.   

The applicant would like to continue the hearing until next month.  A motion was made by Bill and 

seconded by Jeff to continue the hearing until May.  All were in favor and the motion carried.   

A motion was made by Bill and seconded by Jeff to accept the minutes of March as amended.  All were 

in favor and the motion carried.  

Keith Rowe expressed interest in being and alternate planning board member.  He will send an email to 

Sue to be forwarded to the Board of Selectmen for approval.  

Clay talked about his wiki site where important and valuable documents can be found such as the zoning 

handbook published by OEP.   

The Board discussed the court case of Gary Blake vs. the Newfields Planning Board.  The April 30, 2015 

court hearing has been postponed until May 28, 2015.  Scott LaPointe is representing us in this case and 

will attend with Chairman Feenstra.  A motion was made by Bill Meserve and seconded by Mike Todd to 

seek reimbursement of the town’s costs.   All were in favor and the motion carried.   

A motion was made by Bill Meserve and seconded by Mike Todd to appoint Jeff Feenstra as Chairman 

for the upcoming year.  All were in favor and the motion carried.  A motion was made by Bill and 

seconded by Mike Price to appoint Dave Edgerly as Vice-Chairman.  All were in favor and the motion 

carried.  

The Board discussed looking at the regulations on septic systems in the upcoming year.  The Town 

regulations are more stringent than the state and there have been several changes with these new high 

efficiency systems.   

A motion was made by Bill and seconded by Mike Price to adjourn the meeting at 8:07pm.  All were in 

favor and the motion carried.  

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be Thursday May 21, 2015 at 7pm at the Newfields Town Hall.  

Yours Truly,  

Sue McKinnon 


